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Abstract: 

Assessment is a well-established practice that is central to social work. However there have been 

developments in recent years in our understanding of risk factors; in the demands to show that 

decisions are based on best evidence; and in our conceptualisation of how people make 

judgements. These will influence increasingly the tools and processes of assessment. The pace of 

development is likely to increase with the use of mathematical calculations and computer 

algorithms to estimate the likelihood of particular harms occurring, and with the development of 

computer-aided approaches to decision making. This talk will take an overview of key 

developments in assessment, risk and decision making that are shaping future practice. The focus 

will be on family and child care work, although the principles and points raised will be applicable 

across all fields of social work practice, and for other human service professions. 
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